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Abstract 

The study of inequality in India has focused primarily on the nature and extent of this phenomenon. This 
talk will focus on what inequality does. It will do so by viewing the transformation in rural India through 
the lens of inequality. Based on empirical and conceptual work carried out by a team of researchers over 
a period of three years, it will connect a wide range of processes in rural India, from the transformations 
generated by workers moving out of agriculture to the inequalities of short-term migration; from the 
aspirations of escape from a failing agriculture to competitive victimhood as an instrument of political 
action. 
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