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Abstract 

More than a decade has passed since the enactment of the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 

Employment Guarantee Act, 2005. The scheme is expected to reduce the magnitude of rural 

poverty. However, many issues and challenges have been observed in the implementation of 

the scheme at a different scale, starting from panchayat to state and country. Hence, the 

lecture focuses on a comprehensive pan India assessment and reflect on employment, 

livelihoods, inclusiveness, and governance aspects of the scheme based on a study conducted 

at the National Institute of Rural Development and Panchayati Raj. The lecture tries to trace out 

state-specific issues pertaining to the implementation process and effectiveness of the program 

and argues that the Mahatma Gandhi NREGA implementation has impacted differentially on 

wage employment opportunities, livelihood security, inclusiveness, and decentralized 

governance at the local level. 
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